Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 03991 161737Z 

70 

ACTION SCI-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ADP-00 SS-15 NSC-10 AF-10 ARA-16 EA-11 

NEA-10 RSC-01 AID-20 CEQ-02 CIAE-00 COA-02 COME-00 

DODE-00 EB-11 EPA-04 INR-10 10-13 L-03 NSF-04 NSAE-00 

PM-07 AECE-00 AEC-11 INT-08 CG-00 DOTE-00 JUSE-00 

OMB-01 ACDA-19 FMC-04 H-03 OIC-04 PRS-01 PA-03 USIA-12 

RSR-01 /248W 

098121 

R 16171 IZJUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8117 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
US MISSION NATO BRUSSELS 2247 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SENV BE 

SUBJECT: OCEAN DUMPING 

1. WE HAVE LEARNED FROM CMDR. RENSON OE THE SCIENTIFIC POLICY 
SERVICE IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE THAT THE BELGIANS HAVE 
600 TONS OF WORLD WAR 1 MUNITIONS WHICH THEY WILL MOST LIKELY 
DUMP AT SEA IN THE ABSENCE OE ANY ALTERNATIVE DISPOSAL METHOD. 
RENSON NOTED THAT WORLD WAR 1 MUNITIONS ARE UNCOVERED EVERY 
TIME CONSTRUCTION IS BEGUN ANYWHERE IN BELGIUM, AND THAT THE 
DISPOSAL PROBLEM WILL THEREFORE BE LIVELY EOR YEARS TO COME. 

HE NOTED AS WELL THAT THESE OLD MUNITIONS, RUSTED, ENCRUSTED 
AND POSSESSING CHARACTERISTICS WITH WHICH MODERN EXPERTS ARE 
NOT THOROUGHLY EAMILIAR, PRESENTED SPECIAL DANGERS WITH RESPECT 
TO DISARMING, AND THAT DUMPING IS THE ONLY SOLUTION THUS FAR 
AVAILABLE TO BELGIUM. FINALLY, RENSON ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
SUCH DUMPING WAS CONTRARY TO THE TERMS OE THE LONDON 
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AGREEMENT AND THAT THE PROBLEM WOULD THEREFORE TAKE ON ADDED 
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DIMENSIONS WHEN THAT AGREEMENT ENTERS INTO EORCE SOMETIME 
NEXT YEAR, (JULY 13 EDITION OF SOCIALIST DAILY "LE PEUPLE" 

CARRIES ERONT PAGE EDITORIAL PROTESTING ALLEGED DEFENSE MINISTRY 
PLANS TO DUMP WORLD WAR I GAS SHELLS INTO THE ATLANTIC.) 

BOOCHEVER 
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